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saw no farther than the most violent of his party and countenanced 
and furthered sentiments which should have been firmly repressed. 

Although the greater portion of the volume is devoted to the 
period of the Civil War and Reconstruction, Mr. McCall has not 
clearly shown how far Mr. Stevens was responsible for legislation. It 
would be interesting to know to what extent he permitted his own 
ideas to be moulded or modified by public sentiment. If no infor- 
mation upon this subject could be obtained, a critical study of the 
editorial utterances of the time would afford a foundation for fairly 
successful speculation and would possibly furnish that key to his life 
and character which as yet seems to be missing. For Stevens, promi- 
nent as he was for so long a period, is yet an unknown character. 
If the chief purpose of the book had been to throw light upon 
Stevens's character, its value would have been increased by devoting 
more space to the first fifty years of his life ; for from the more obscure 
portions of a man's career often come hints which successfully inter- 
pret later apparent inconsistencies. 

The work gives evidence of careful study of portions of the life 
and times of Thaddeus Stevens ; but it is easy to see that the author's 
sources of information, outside of the Congressional Globe, were in- 
adequate. The book, however, taken as a whole, is excellent. No one 
can read it without feeling increased interest in the period under dis- 
cussion and in Thaddeus Stevens as one of the few great men whose 
public careers were confined to the lower House. The literary style 
is clear and forcible, and gives to the work a charm which makes it 
unusually interesting reading. Mr. McCall evidently has worked 
with the limitations of the series constantly before him and doubt- 
less would admit that his task was thereby made too great. A 
really sympathetic, interpretative life of Thaddeus Stevens is yet 
to be written. Charles E. Chadsey. 

Durango, Colo. 

Letters and Recollections of John Murray Forbes. Edited by 
his daughter, Sarah Forbes Hughes. Boston and New York, 
Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1899. — 2 vols.: ix, 353, 264 pp. 

With a naturalness and simplicity befitting the subject, the present 
volumes unfold the life of a strong man, — a man of initiative and 
of action, whose highest eulogy is found in the recital of what he 
accomplished. Born in stirring times, February 23, 18 13, at Bor- 
deaux, in France, of American parents, he was soon afterwards 
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brought to the United States on a schooner bearing the provocative 
name of Orders in Council ; and there is a tradition that, during an 
unsuccessful attack upon the vessel by Guernsey privateers, he " was 
put down in the forecastle, with a dose of laudanum in his stomach 
and his ears stuffed with cotton wool to avoid harm from the noise 
of the cannon." At the age of ten he was sent to the school of 
Messrs. Cogswell and Bancroft, at Round Hill, Northampton, where 
he remained till he was fifteen. He then entered the counting-house 
of his uncles, Messrs. J. and T. H. Perkins, famous merchants of 
Boston ; and, as they were engaged on a large scale in trade with 
the East, it is not strange that he soon found his way to Canton, 
where he entered the house of Russell & Co., in which he after- 
wards became a partner. At the end of three years he returned, 
somewhat broken in health, to the United States ; but a few months 
later he reembarked for Canton, where he remained till the end 
of 1836. Ten years later he became president of the Michigan 
Central Railway; and for a number of years thereafter he was 
deeply engaged in the development of railway systems, especially 
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, in which his success is well 
known. 

But enterprises of this kind, great as they were, did not absorb his 
whole attention. He was deeply interested, not as a seeker after 
preferment, but simply as a patriotic citizen, in political affairs. 
He witnessed with regret, but without despair, the rising spirit of 
sectionalism ; and, when the storm broke, he devoted all his energies 
to the preservation of the Union. He assisted in the raising, equip- 
ping and provisioning of troops, as well as in their transportation, in 
which his experience with railways and vessels gave him a special 
adeptness. He aided, too, in the raising of money, employing his own 
means and credit whenever there was occasion for so doing. To 
the successful work of the Sanitary Commission he largely contrib- 
uted. He advised with public men, frequently suggesting important 
measures ; and, by counsel and suggestion, often gave a wise direc- 
tion to the press and to public opinion. 

In March, 1863, Mr. Forbes was unexpectedly summoned by a 
telegram from Mr. Chase, then secretary of the treasury, to a con- 
ference at the Fifth Avenue Hotel in New York. Here he found 
Mr. Chase and Mr. Welles, secretary of the navy, and received from 
them a request to undertake, with Mr. W. H. Aspinwall, a mission to 
England, chiefly with a view to preventing — by purchase, if neces- 
sary — the two ironclads, known as Lairds' rams, then building at 
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Birkenhead, from following the Alabama into the hands of the Con- 
federates. In four days after the receipt of the telegram Mr. Forbes 
was on his way to England, and he was soon followed by Mr. Aspin- 
wall. They were authorized to contract, for the purposes of their 
mission, a credit of a million pounds sterling, and they had ten mil- 
lion dollars in 5-20 bonds to pledge for the purpose. The ironclads 
were ultimately stopped by the British government; but, although 
the occasion for the use of the credit did not arise, the facts now 
disclosed as to the special mission seem to dissipate certain fanciful 
explanations which have been given of the existence of these particu- 
lar bonds. 

The circumstances and the objects of the mission were not 
fully disclosed even to Mr. Adams, our minister in London — 
who, in fact, prudently discouraged any disposition to acquaint 
him with them ; and, with the exception of the mere incident of the 
issuance of the bonds, they appear to have been altogether unknown 
to Mr. L. E. Chittenden, then register of the treasury, who, in his 
Recollections, conjectures that the bonds were issued as security to 
an unnamed " quiet gentleman " in England, who had voluntarily 
offered Mr. Adams a million pounds sterling in coin as a judicial 
deposit to meet any claims for damages which might arise from the 
detention of the vessels by legal process. In this relation it is 
proper to observe that a note, on page 57 of the second volume of 
the present work, conveys the impression, which has widely pre- 
vailed, that the order for the prevention of the sailing of the rams 
was issued by the British government in direct response to the 
famous communication to Earl Russell, in which Mr. Adams, re- 
ferring to the expected departure of one of the vessels, quietly 
observed : " It would be superfluous for me to point out to your 
lordship that this is war." The order was, in fact, issued previously 
to the reception of this communication by Earl Russell. 

It appears, by a paper printed as an appendix to the second vol- 
ume (p. 240), that Mr. Forbes did not value highly Mr. Seward's 
management of foreign affairs. It is not improbable that, as time 
passes and the glamour which soon envelops men prominently con- 
nected with successful wars fades away, there will be more discus- 
sion of this subject than there has been in the recent past. 

J. B. Moore. 



